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Abstract

The Career of Composer, David Tuhoy Koo and
the Sponsorship of the Korean and
American Methodist Church

Huh, Jeeyeon

David Tuhoy Koo (1921-2018) is well-known to Korean public as a
composer of the hymn Sacheore bombaram bureo itgo (All Year in
our Home the Spring Breeze Blow, in Hymnal, 1983, no. 305). This
paper deals with the trajectory of his growth and achievement,
from a poor church-choir boy to a representative church musician
in the Korean Methodist Church and professor in the department
of composition at a major university in Seoul. In this process, at
every decisive moment, the American and Korean Methodist
networks intervened. The starting point of this study is my
interview with Dr. Koo conducted in 2017, supervised by Art
Archive, Arko. In this paper, I will historicize his words through
cross-checking them with historical background, the lives of the
related figures, and the official documents of the related
institutions. Through this, I intend to provide a concrete example
of the influence of American Protestantism and the Korean church

network on the formation of the Korean music scene.
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