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Abstract

The Birth of a Popular Classical Musician:
A Study of Tenor Shin Yung-jo's Career through an
Analysis of Media Materials from the 1970s to 1990s

Lee, Meebae

This study reflects on the career of tenor Shin Yung-jo through the
contemporary media materials and items from his personal archive,
including magazines and newspaper articles and broadcast
appearances from the late 1970s to the 1990s. It examines and
shed light on his historical significance, focusing on his
construction of the image of classical music as art music, his
contribution to the revival of Korean art songs, and his reputation
as an ‘intelligent tenor with noble character. The media materials
not only elucidate the details of his life, but play a crucial role in
documenting the resurgence of Korean art songs, their popularity
within Korea, and the expansion of the vocal music repertoire in
the late twentieth century. Through the analysis of the materials, I
scrutinize the kind of image classical musicians cultivated in the
last quarter of the twentieth century in South Korea as well as the
values classical musicians were disseminating, both of which
reflecting the government’s cultural policies such as modernization
and globalization. As a result, this study reveals Shin Yung-jo's
artistic endeavors that led to acknowledgement as a popular art
song singer during the rapidly changing Korean society in the last

quarter of twentieth century.
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