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Abstract

Sociohistorical Study of Prohibited Songs
around the Time of 1950

Moon, Ok-Bae

The study examines the sociohistorical background of the admini-
strative measures taken against prohibited songs in the years around
the 1950s, and investigates which musicians (artists) and their songs
were subjected to such prohibition due to this background. The
content is divided into discussions on the background of song
censorship, censorship influenced by anti-communism, and censor-
ship driven by the political climate. The research findings are as
follows: Firstly, the sociohistorical background of prohibited songs in
the 1950s was influenced by anti-communism due to the Cold War
era and the political climate. Secondly, under anti-communism, the
works of pro-North Korean composers and writers were completely
banned as prohibited songs. Thirdly, politically critical songs were
prohibited due to the politically charged atmosphere of the time.
Fourthly, it was inferred that the reasons for song censorship, driven
by societal anti-communism and the political climate, were more

focused on public safety than moral concerns.
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