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Abstract

Musical Propaganda in 1950s Korean Newsreel,
‘Global Imaginary of Integration’

Shin, Hye Seung

This study analyzes how the ideology of Tlminism’ [One Peopleisml]
promoted by the Syngman Rhee regime and the United States’ strat-
egy of ‘global imaginary of integration’ contributed to the dissem-
ination of state ideology and propaganda in Korea during the Cold
War, as reflected through the media of Daehan News and Culture
Film. The primary aim of this research is to explore the propaganda
and educational aspects of Daehan News and Culture Film, which
were produced under state auspices in the 1950s following the es-
tablishment of the Republic of Korea, through the lens of music-
related reporting. After the Korean War, these media served as effec-
tive propaganda tools for instilling the state’s ideology and policies
into the public consciousness. To substantiate this, the study focuses
on international activities of individuals and organizations with a
background in Western music, analyzing specific cases such as the
American tour of the Children’s Music Delegation, pianist Tong-il
Han's studies in the United States, and the international competition
victory of American pianist Van Cliburn along with the accompany-
ing car parade. Additionally, the performance of the Southeast Asian
Art Delegation is presented as a symbolic case representing a strat-
egy of autonomous cultural diplomacy. This research seeks to illu-
minate the process of reconstructing national identity in 1950s
Korea and the dynamics of the Cold War era, while providing sig-

nificant insights into the mechanisms of propagating state ideology
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and the role of media.
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